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“ Asean neighbors threaten RP
leadership in seaweed exports
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“Saaw‘ecd‘famﬁﬁg :Hsi-i[l attractive, but our
ASEAN neighbors are now playing catch up,
and if we don’'t to thwart their moves, we
could eventually o : gur competitive i
said Hadji Adam S. Omar, mm
Western Mindanao Seaweed Industry Devel-
opment Foundation Inc,

Among the ASEAN countries, Omar said
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three years, raised its uction from only
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which is half of the Philippines, annual sea-
weed production of 120,000 MT.
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In contrast, Filipino exports, reeling from
higher production costs, are selling at an av-
erage of $700 per MT. “What is an:mngof
course; is that our lm'sam
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Japan, Burope and the US,” said Omar.
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noted Omar. Omar said various seaweed farm-
m,t:ugarﬂzamwﬂ TOPOSE MEeasures in next
week’s National Seatgeed Congress in Zam-

a City which is partly funded by the

Growth With Equity in Mindanao Program
(GEM) of the United States A for I
national (USAID).

GEM, through its Livelihood Enhancement
and Peace ram (LEAP) which as-
sistarice to conflict areas in Mindanao,
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combatants who undertake various livelihood

programs such as seaweed farming,

(Source: Philippine Star, 9/3/05, page B3)



